
First Sunday  
of Advent 

Make	safe	 

		the	way	that	 

leads	on	high 

Good Shepherd R.C. Church 
48	Tranquility	Road	(Route	517),	P.O.	Box	464,	Andover,	NJ	07821 

973-786-6631		~	www.goodshepherdrc.org 

Pastor:  Rev.	Timothy	Dowling    						Deacons:				Rev.	Mr.	Thomas	Sullivan  
Pastor	Emeritus: Rev.	Msgr.	Martin	McDonnell    																	Rev.	Mr.	Keith	Harris  
Parochial	Vicar: Rev.	Michal	Jan	Szwarc  												Weekend	Assistant:							Rev.	Edward	Reading  



 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

Saturday, November 28, 2020 

5:00 PM  Scott Babin 

   
Sunday, November 29, 2020 

9:00 AM  Jude DeLane 

10:30 AM  Ron Hitzel 
12 Noon  Catherine Bertero 

   
Daily Mass  Nov. 30 - Dec. 4 @ 9:00 AM  

Monday  Maggie Samarco 

   
Tuesday   Maggie Samarco 

   
Wednesday  Leroy H. Smith 
         

Thursday  Judy McBride 

   
Friday  Michael Keane 

   
Saturday, December 5, 2020 

5:00 PM  Living & Deceased members of 

  the Quinn & Deuschle families 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 

9:00 AM  Sister Antonia Barbary 

10:30 AM  George Griffin, Jr. 
12 Noon  Anacoreta Velasco 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7 
The prophet recalls God’s past good-
ness to his people, and pleads with him 
to save them from their present  
sinfulness. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
As we await the coming of Christ in glory, the Holy Spirit 
keeps us steadfast in bearing witness to him. 
 

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 
We need to stay awake at our appointed tasks, because we 
don not know the hour when Jesus, our Master, will return. 

COLLECTION BREAKDOWN   
 

Due to early bulletin deadlines for the holiday, we are unable 
to report the collection information as usual. Our continued 
thanks to all of our parishioners who respond each week to 
the needs of out parish. 
 

May God Bless you for your generosity! 

 
Scripture reflection with Fr. Tim 

  
+ Pause + Reflect + Act + 

 
 

1) What can you do daily to avoid developing a hardened 
heart? How can you recognize God’s awesome deeds 
every day? 

2) Who are the people for whom you are thankful? Why are 
you thankful for them? 

3) Where do you find God’s presence? Where do you have a 
difficult time seeing God’s presence in your daily life? 

4) If you had to make one change right now to bring your 
life closer to Christ, what would it be? 

PRIEST’S MASS SCHEDULE 

NOV / DEC 5:00 PM  9:00 AM 10:30 AM 12:00 PM 

11/28-11/29 Fr. Tim Fr. Michal Fr. Michal Fr. Tim 

12/5 - 12/6 Fr. Michal Fr. Tim Fr. Michal Fr. Tim 

12/12 - 12/13 Fr. Tim Fr. Michal Fr. Michal Fr. Tim 

12/19 - 12/20 Fr. Michal Fr. Ed Fr. Tim Fr. Ed 

 * Live stream Masses 

The community of Good Shepherd  
joyfully welcomes our Newly Baptized: 

 

          KACEY MARIE    
                      Daughter of Kim & Frank Raso 

 

       Rejoice, for now you are truly a child of God. 

         BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS  
             Meets 2nd Saturday of each month  
                      in the All Saints Room. 

 

       Dec 12 ● Jan 9 ● Feb 13 @ 10:00 AM 
 

Contact the parish office  
or visit our website for more information. 

 

Online Giving makes for safer record-keeping, 
faster processing, and more efficient communi-
cation at the parish office. Your efforts make so 
many things possible for our parish community, 

and Church.  If you wish to give online, simply go to:   
https://www.goodshepherdrc.org/online-giving-osv  



 

 
November 18, 2020 
 
 

Greetings and Prayers, 
 
This has been a year unlike any other and I think it’s safe to say we’re all 
craving nourishment this Thanksgiving – the spiritual kind that comes from 
being with loved ones and honoring our Catholic tradition of caring for  
others.  
 
Our Liturgical Year A, and the Gospel of Matthew is imprinted in our memories, the corporal works of mercy and 
the great challenge of the choices of action or inaction. We are truly blessed at Good Shepherd to witness the gener-
osity of those who responded to the appeal of the Thanksgiving Basket, the Diaper Drive by the Knights of Colum-
bus, and the upcoming Giving Tree for Christmas. Even in the uncertainty and the fear of the pandemic, the people 
have responded to the call of Jesus, to remember the poor, to see the light in all dark situations, to be people of 
hope and agents of the Resurrection. 
 
As we enter the new Liturgical season, with the first Sunday of Advent, we are blessed this year to journey with the 
Gospel of Mark. The shortest of our Gospels, Mark is a great short story writer. He allows us to fill in the blanks in 
our own situations in life. Mark’s community is suffering, we encounter the suffering servant in Jesus. It is truly  
appropriate as our world is suffering with this pandemic. The suffering servant of Mark’s Gospel offers us compan-
ionship, walking with us in our crosses, carrying us through the Good Friday experience to the Resurrection.  
We can tolerate the winters of our lives, for we know in faith that spring will come. 
 
Thanksgiving 2020 will be different. We do not know, as of now, what restrictions Governor Murphy will impose. 
It has always been a tradition that Thanksgiving was a great family get-together. Families looked forward to the 
event, the great preparation beforehand, with the food and coming together, the long journey in some cases, and 
time involved. Grandparents, parents and children look forward to sitting down to Thanksgiving dinner. It is in our 
families’ love for one another, we are truly great. When we leave after dinner, we are strengthened for the journey 
ahead and whatever life puts before us. We may not be able to have this experience this year in the interest of safety 
for all. While we cannot allow fear to control our lives, one has to have a perfect balance between being safe and 
paranoid. Our seniors and those who have medical issues ought to be our primary concerns. I believe we will get 
through this pandemic, a cure will be found, and then we will return to some form of normality. There will be many 
opportunities for having Thanksgiving gatherings in the future. 
 
I always like to ask myself in every situation - What is the life lesson for me? Since March 17th, our world has 
changed, normality is different. What we took for granted is no longer the reality. There are some things we can 
control and others we cannot, but we are all in control of our responses to situations. I looked forward to going 
home to Ireland this year, but it did not happen. I was disappointed but in the great scheme of things, you adjust, 
move on, and you realize in the absence there is presence in love. The biggest life lesson I feel, is that we realized 
that this pandemic has taught us what is important and what is less important to us, especially our families and 
loved ones, who we sometimes take for granted. 
 
As I will gather with my friends for Thanksgiving in Denville this year, I will be thanking God for keeping Fr. 
Michal and I safe, grateful for our excellent staff, thankful for the living faith of our community, the daily Mass 
communicants, the seniors who come to Church on weekends with their walkers and canes, the many faces who 
continue to smile, and hope, the generosity of our parish family for the poor, the sick, the lonely and bereaved, and 
the many men and women who have volunteered at daily and weekend Masses sanitizing our Church to keep our 
parish families safe and healthy. I am truly grateful to all those who help us to pay our bills and continue to be 
agents of the Resurrection. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, 
Fr. Tim 



 

      FAITH FORMATION NOTES 

Gospel Reading 
Mark 13:33-37 
Jesus warns his disciples to be watchful so that they will be ready when the Son of Man comes. 

Family Connection 

During the busy preparations for Christmas, young children can easily lose focus on the reason for our 
celebration. Advent reminds us of the importance of attending to our spiritual life so that we will be 
ready to receive Jesus when he comes again.  

We not only prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we also check to see if we are doing all 
the things that will keep us ready to receive Jesus when he comes again. Talk about how your family 
can recommit to daily prayer, reading Scripture, and staying faithful to God’s commandments. Pray  
together that through this Advent season your family will be more prepared to receive Jesus when he 
comes again. Read as a concluding prayer Paul’s words to the Corinthians found in today’s second read-
ing, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, or pray the Lord’s Prayer. (Loyola Press) 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO                     
BECOME A PEER LEADER 

 

Do you have leadership qualities? 
Would you like to be a part of building this  

new dynamic ministry group? 
Are you willing to use your talents to guide    

others on their journey towards  
Confirmation? 

All High School parishioners who are  
Confirmed are invited  

and encouraged to join! 
If interested, please email  

LindaMarie Klekner or Allison Holdt  
lindamarie@goodsheperdrc.org or              

allison@goodshepherdrc.org 

The word Advent comes from the                
Latin adventus,  which means a coming,         

approach, or arrival. In the Church, it refers 
to the period encompassing the four Sundays 
prior to Christmas. It is a time of penance, of 

turning away from sin and hopeful,  joyous 
preparation for the coming of the Savior.  



 

Please join His Holiness, Pope Francis,  
who has chosen the following intention  

to be prayed for during the month of December. 
 

Prayer Intention for Evangelization - For a life of prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION 

 

On Thanksgiving Eve, we  
celebrated Mass and thanked 
God for his abundant blessings.  
 
Parishioners also participated in our tradition of the  
Blessing of the Bread and Apples. At the end of the 
mass, Fr. Michal blessed the breads as a prayer of blessing 
for our families.  
 
Thank you to everyone who gave donations for our Mass. 
Our deepest, heartfelt thanks go out to: 
 

Ronetco Shop Rite, Byram 
John and Angela Reinhart 

Café Pierrot, Andover 
 

Your donations are greatly appreciated! 

 

The CHRISTMAS  
GIVING TREE IS NOW SET-UP  

in the atrium. 
 

Kindly select a tag from the tree to  
fulfill a Christmas wish of a child. 

 

Please return All WRAPPED GIFTS and  
GIFT CARDS, with tag attached 

by 12:00 noon, Sunday, December 13th. 
 

MONETARY DONATIONS  
are gratefully accepted and will be used to buy any missing 

gifts and extra small gifts for various groups.  
Please use the special “Giving Tree” envelopes in the 

Church baskets. 

  Ministry Schedule      
  Please remember to sign-in. 

Date Time                Lectors               Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday 
12/5 

5:00 PM Rick Toma 
Melissa Lewis 
Nancy Luckey 

Janine Neill 

Sunday 
12/6 

9:00 AM Fran Gavin Andy Grinthal Betty Gates 

10:30 AM Genevieve Kowalski Donna Fett Nick Berg 

12 NOON Linda Grey Carol Miller Melodie Novak 

 

What a beautiful day to serve!  
Thank you to all who 

participated in this Service event. 
 

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and 
the love you have shown him as you have helped his 

people and continue to help them. Hebrews 6:10 
 

Please visit the website to see all the photos: 
https://www.goodshepherdrc.org/ 



STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY
AND STAY POSITIVE!

 HEALTHCARE
& ESSENTIAL

WORKERS

THANK YOU!

We Humbly  
& Gratefully

INDEPENDENCE DENTAL

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT • 908-852-2215

Comprehensive Dental Treatment in a Single Location
General Dentistry • Fillings, Root Canals & Bonding • Implants, Crowns & Bridges • Orthodontics • IV Sedation

915 COUNTY RD 517 • HACKETTSTOWN • WWW.INDEPENDENCEDENTAL.COM

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

/blueskypainting llc

Painting
Power Washing
Deck and Fence Staining
Cabinet Refinishing
Wallpaper Removal
Spackle, Plaster
& Sheetrock Repair
Garage Floor Epoxying
Basement Waterproofing

862-268-2790

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523
Christopher J. DePuyt, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4728

31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857 · 973-347-0165 

GOD BLESS
AMERICANJ STATE MASTER PLUMBING LICENSE # 5668

PLUMBING &
WATER TREATMENT

John H.

973-383-0392

Nancy Heslin Reading, Esq.
The Reading Law Firm, LLC

Estates, Trusts & Elder Law
(973) 579-2222

93 M a i n  S t r e e t  ·  n e w t o n ,  nJ
www.sussexelderlaw.com

024E (BC) Andover, Good Shepherd      FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Smith-
McCracken

Funeral Home
Robert E. McCracken

Owner / Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 3640

973-383-4600
mccrackenwood@earthlink.net

www.smithmccrackenfuneralhome.com
63 HIGH STREET · NEWTON, NJ 07860

COCHRAN FUNERAL HOME
Serving the Parish Community Since 1899

852-3361
JAMES G. COCHRAN, MANAGER ~ N.J. Lic. No. 3702

905 High St.                                                                          Hackettstown        www.bellaitalia8600.com

Catering For All Occasions

448 Rt. 206 South • Andover Township
973-940-8600

We Now Feature a Lunch Menu

Monday-Saturday 11am-10pm • Sunday 12pm-9pm

Bella Italia
Ristorante & Pizzeria

JOAN O'BRIEN Broker / Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence
ReMax Hall of Fame

Town & Valley

908-304-4164 CELL 
908-852-1333 OFFICE

joanobrien@remax.net 
www.JoanMObrien.com

1585 Route 517 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840

Independently Owned and Operated

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
strip & Wax

Ken & Janet laUriCh
insUred & Bonded

Home & office care

973-579-1508

      www.SussexCountyRental.com
188 Main St • Route 206 • Andover

973-786-7700

Complete Line 
of Party & Rental 

Equipment
We Deliver!

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

Four Leaf Flooring LLC

brendon@fourleafflooring.com
fourleafflooring.com

highland laKes
neW Jersey

dUstless sanding
installation · repairs

Bredonn Foy
president


